Mundare School – December 2021
Be brave! Be bold!

Telephone: 780-764-3962

Principal’s Message
December is in full swing, and the pandemic cannot curb the enthusiasm of our young learners! If you
peek at our school calendar, you can see it is full of many activities that will make the month fly by! If you
have not had a chance, please ensure that you log into your parent portal account and review your child’s
first progress report. It is an excellent time to reflect on strategies and homework routines and to set new
goals. If you have any questions, please contact the teacher who would be more than happy to speak with
you.
Our Mundare School Society and Parent Council have been busy reorganizing their work for this school
year. We have a few vacant positions and some new ones to be filled. I was recently advised by EIPS
Facilities that our playground equipment is nearing the end of its life expectancy - so this will be a major
project both fundraising and planning that will require parent and community support. If you are
interested in helping with this project, please contact Trish Koch or leave a message for her via the school
office. To this end, the School Society is extremely happy to share that they have re-instated hot lunches
for our students. Information will be coming out early next week. Thanks for supporting the fundraising
efforts which directly benefit our community school. The School Council would also like to thank
Stawnichy’s who have continued to support the work of the School Society.
Field trips are back – but with more rules and regulations. Despite these extra steps, everyone is excited to
get this part of school culture moving forward again. There are 3 activities planned. The first is some
introductory yoga for the students during 2 lunch hours (free). This will occur until the supervision of Val
Miller who is a local yoga instructor. This is just one part of our wellness plan for our kids, and we will be
looking for feedback from the kids! The second field trip is recreational swimming. The third is skating. We
will be skating twice in December and thanks to the support and efforts of our Town Council and the Ag
Society, the fees have been lowered dramatically. We thank them for this kindness to our students. At one
of the outings to the rink, students will be skating with the Sherwood Park Crusaders. Forms will be
coming out shortly.
Volunteers - if parents or grandparents would like to come and lace up skates, that would be excellent.
There are two items that require adult attention if you are interested in supporting the students this way.
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1. All parents/guardians/grandparents must complete a volunteer form in the office before
they attend.
2. All parents/guardians/grandparents must present their proof of vaccination to me or to
Mrs. Bartsch before they attend.
I would strongly recommend that you complete these tasks before the event. Any parents who come to
the rink or pool and are not pre-screened will be redirected back to the school office. If you have any
questions about this safety protocol, please call me. We are grateful that everyone is doing what they can
to keep everyone healthy and happy.
On behalf of the staff of Mundare School, I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
and Prosperous New Year. See everyone back on Wednesday January 5th, 2022.
William Korec, MEd
Principal
Christmas Break
Mundare School will close for the Christmas break at the end of the day on Tuesday, December 21, 2021.
The school will reopen on Wednesday, January 5, 2022. During this time, if you have any school-related
questions or concerns, contact Elk Island Public Schools (EIPS) Central Services at 780-464-3477.
EIPS Central Services Christmas Break Hours
Open
December 22 and 23; 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed
December 24 to January 3, 2022
Open
January 4; 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Positive Referral Winners
The winners this month from the positive referral draw are Nathaniel in grade 3 and Kynlee in grade 4.
Congratulations for winning and thank you to all students for continuing to demonstrate great character
and kindness. Next draw will be the first week back in January 2022.
Thanks to Student Council
Thank you to our student leaders from each class who met with Mr. Korec
last month and set up the special event days for the month of December.
Make sure you watch the school calendar each week and participate when
you can!
Thanks to our morning announcers
A special thank you to Kenzie, Elizabeth, Marella and Melina for their
dedication each day doing the morning announcements at our school.
Such great student leaders walk our hallways! Your hard work is very much
appreciated.

*Remember to follow our school on Facebook and Twitter and sync our calendar with yours at
mundareschool.ca
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Learning Disruption Funding for Grades 2-3
At the end of the last school year, the Government of Alberta announced 2021-22 funding for school
divisions to help address learning disruptions for grades 1 to 3 students caused by the pandemic. Elk
Island Public Schools (EIPS) has received $791,840 in learning disruption funding to support students in
grades 2 and 3, a portion of which has been allocated to Mundare School.
The funding will provide targeted programming for specific students identified as requiring additional
support in literacy and numeracy. At Mundare School, grades 2 and 3 students participated in the Star
Reading Assessment and the Numeracy Assessment Screener earlier this year to assess students’ literacy
and numeracy levels. Those below the 25th percentile were identified as needing additional supports and
eligible for funding. The Government of Alberta learning disruption funding received—at a per-student
funding rate of $490—will support targeted intervention programming for these students.
If your child was identified as needing additional supports, you’ll receive more information directly from
the school. Intervention programming for identified students will begin in January 2022. If you have
questions about the intervention programming, contact the school office.
School fees are now overdue!
If you haven’t already done so, please make arrangements to have your school fees paid. Notices have
recently been sent home to parents. If you require assistance creating an account or have any other fee
inquiries, please contact the school. To access your fee information, simply log in to the PowerSchool
Parent Portal and go to “Student Fees.” There you can view your fees and pay them online using Visa or
MasterCard. All fees are due within 30 days of being posted. Don’t forget to also log in to the
PowerSchool Parent Portal regularly throughout the year. Fees are often added to your child’s account to
cover the cost of various school activities such as field trips, class projects, extracurricular activities and
more.
If circumstances exist where you’re unable to pay school or transportation fees, you can apply to have fees
waived by submitting an Application for a Waiver of Fees. The application deadline is December 15,
2021. If you’re new to the Division, the deadline is the latter of December 15, 2021, or 45 days after
registration.
Returning Student Registration for 2022-23
Elk Island Public Schools (EIPS) will once again conduct an online returning student registration process to
confirm student registrations for the 2022-23 school year. Families of all current students—except for
graduating Grade 12 students—must complete the process to confirm the school their child plans to
attend in the 2022-23 school year or advise the Division of their plans not to return to EIPS. Additionally,
students who want to attend a non-designated school need to make that request through the returning
student registration process—acceptance is based on available space. The 2022-23 returning student
registration takes place Feb. 1-28, 2022.
Access to the Returning Student Registration Form is provided through the PowerSchool Parent Portal. If
you don’t have a PowerSchool Parent Portal account, you need to set one up before February 1, 2022.
Create a PowerSchool Parent Portal account
For more information, contact the school office

*Remember to follow our school on Facebook and Twitter and sync our calendar with yours at
mundareschool.ca
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Mundare Food Bank Leadership Initiative
Staff and students at Mundare School are excited to support the Lamont County Food Bank. Please help
us by sending food donations to the school from Monday December 6th through to Friday December
17th. The Lamont Food Bank is low on all items this year, but specifically requests child lunch items. The
class who collects the most donations will be rewarded with a pizza party. An informational flyer will be
sent home shortly. Thank you for modelling kindness, generosity, and empathy.
Mundare School Christmas Concerts
In lieu of a formal Christmas concert this year, the students are preparing some festive items that will be
shared on our Mundare School YouTube channel. Our goal is that it will all be online by Monday
December 20, 2020. We hope you enjoy seeing the students getting into the festive spirit! Check it out at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkjxH_yDCRVotc9ZZH3DBmA. Students will also be participating in
an afternoon filled with seasonal activities on December 17th.
Counselling Corner
This month, students will be learning about social self-awareness. Sometimes children do not realize how
their behaviors may affect others, or what is appropriate in various scenarios. This will be taught through
the lens of expected behaviors versus unexpected behaviors. For example, it is expected to be loud and
excited at an Oilers game, but it is unexpected to be loud and excited in the library. Instead of labelling
behavior as positive or negative, it is valuable for children to learn what behavior is expected in different
situations. Students will consider how their unexpected behavior may change how others view them and
how others react towards them. A fun festive example is when Buddy from Elf the movie discovers New
York.
Lost and Found
We ask students to check the school’s lost and found and take applicable items home. All items not
claimed by Monday December 20, 2021, will be donated to a local charity.
No Child Without: Free MedicAlert for students
In our ongoing effort to provide safe and caring schools for our students, Mundare School is registered in
the Canadian MedicAlert Foundation’s No Child Without program. The program is a national initiative that
provides no-cost MedicAlert services to children—between the ages four of 14 years—who have chronic
health conditions. The goal is twofold: to help children with severe allergies, medical conditions, or special
needs and to assist schools with medical-emergency plans for students. Once a child is registered, the
school is provided with advice on a medical-emergency plan for that student and given a list of
medications, allergies, and medical conditions the student has. If your child has a serious medical
condition or allergy and could benefit from MedicAlert services, contact the school office at 780-7643962. To learn more about the No Child Without program, visit www.nochildwithout.ca.

*Remember to follow our school on Facebook and Twitter and sync our calendar with yours at
mundareschool.ca
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Sun

DECEMBER 2021

Mon

Tue

Wed

Day 4 and ECS

1

Early dismissal @ 2:35

5

Day 1 and ECS

6

FOOD BANK
COLLECTION BEGINS

12

13
Day 6 and ECS
HOT LUNCH FORMS

19

26

20

Christmas Hat Day
Day 5 and ECS
PM Christmas
Movie and Popcorn

27

7

Day 2
Lunch Yoga classes
Gr 2/3 and Gr 4/5

14

Day 1
Lunch Yoga class
PALS-1/ 5/6-7/8

21

Day 6
Skating with the
Crusaders
Last day of classes

Day 3 and ECS
Skating Day 1

8

15

Day 2 and ECS
Rec Swimming
(PALS/ 4-5)
(2/3 and 7/8)

Day 5

Day 4

2
9

16

Day 3
PM Christmas
Carnival Activity

Food Bank Initiative
ends tomorrow

Fri
Day 6 and ECS

3

4
11

17

18

25

Day 5
HOT LUNCH FORMS
Dress like an elf day

Day 4 and ECS
Hot lunch Day
Rec Swimming
(K-1 and 5/6_
Ugly Sweater Day

23

24

29

30

31

*Remember to follow our school on Facebook and Twitter and sync our calendar with yours at mundareschool.ca
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Sat

10

22

Christmas Break
Begins!

28

Thu

Merry Christmas!

Happy New Year!

